


Amitav Ghosh, is an Indian-born writer whose
ambitious novels use complex narrative strategies to
probe the nature of national and personal identity,
particularly of the people of India and Southeast Asia.
He has been honoured with many awards for his
writing - Jnanpith award, Man Asian Literary Prize
& Commonwealth Writers' Prize

NOTABLE WORKS
• Sea of Poppies
• The Calcutta Chromosome
• The Shadow Lines
• In an Antique Land
• The Circle of Reason

"To use the past to justify the present is bad 
enough-but it's just as bad to use the present to 

justify the past."



 "The Town by the Sea" is an abridged version of a
three-part essay by Amitav Ghosh written about the
Tsunami of 26 December 2004. His friend, the
director was in Port Blair, on his way to New Delhi.
He had left his family in Malacca but an unexpected
incident took place, a Tsunami followed an
earthquake. After that incident, he contacted his
son, through the officials, and came to know that his
wife and daughter had died on the spot, while his
son saved himself by holding on to the rafters of a
church.

 The Director reached his place in Malacca with the
narrator, but the wreck and the debris caused by the
Tsunami left him embarassed. The Tsunami had left
parts of nature unharmed while selectively
destroying man made property. He noticed that his
house and the nearby town were washed away in the
Tsunami. He got a yellow paint box of his daughter,
which he never picked up. In an ultimate act of
sorrow, the father left the only memoir of his dead
daughter where he had found it and returned from
Malacca. This essay gives a striking experience of the
loss and trauma caused by a Tsunami.

(Source : https://www.englishmadeasy.net/2016/12/the-
town-by-sea-summary-amitav-ghosh.html)

https://www.englishmadeasy.net/2016/12/the-


More Places to Check out: 
 A comprehensive article on the 

disaster -
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2004_Ind
ian_Ocean_earthquake_and_tsunami

 When Climate Change Is Stranger Than 
Fiction -
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/07/
books/amitav-ghosh-gun-island-
climate-change.html

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2004_Ind
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/07/

